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THE GAME OF LIFE

VMAN ART

On a five-acre plot of land in the southern Chinese town of
Yangjiang, a life-sized replica of the historical video game
Age of Empires is rising from the orange clay. It’s the work
of 38-year-old artist Zheng Guogu, who bought the property from a peasant and leveraged his relationships with
government officials to flout rules requiring the land to be
used for agriculture. Instead, Zheng has sought to recreate
the landscape of Empires, a strategy game in which players
assume roles like Indian chiefs, European merchants, and
Japanese Samurai, by hiring a team to plant trees, bring in
large stones, dig an artificial lake, and erect structures corresponding to the various epochs depicted in the game. (The
edifices will double as guest houses for Zheng’s friends.)
With no deadline for the project, Zheng has embarked upon
an installation of epic proportions—a real-world equivalent
to the never-finished, ever-growing stage set from Charlie
Kaufman’s Synecdoche, New York. Empires may never be
completed, but it already welcomes decay.
It’s a fitting project for Zheng, who treats art as an endless
game. Zheng debuted in 1996 with The Various Life of Yanjiang
Youth, a series of high-contrast glossy photos in which his
friends reenacted Chinese thrillers. Since then, his career has
soared. His playful installations were highlights of the latest editions of Art Basel in both Switzerland and Miami Beach. At the
former, he and his friends spent five days in Vitamin Creative
Space’s booth at Art Unlimited, phoning in Chinese takeout,
gambling online, drinking beer, and smoking cigarettes for the
benefit of onlookers. At the latter, he presented Lehman Gate,
a monument to the fallen financial services firm in the form
of a wall-to-wall collage of images of crestfallen day traders,
plummeting line graphs, and laid-off bankers with brown boxes
under their arms. But unlike the victims of the economic crisis,
Zheng is here to stay. SIMON CASTETS
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Inspired by Wong Kar-Wai’s unexpected fragrance commercial for Ralph Lauren Notorious, Italian video-art agitator

Scott Treleaven’s hypnotizing new film piece, The Last
7 Words, is about “apotheosis overtaking a woman as her

Just over two hundred people live in Gakona, Alaska, but
the village is the inspiration for Gakona, a series of four solo

Francesco Vezzoli decided to produce his own satirical

gold hair turns into a halo around her head,” explains the

exhibitions being held at the Palais de Tokyo in Paris this

take on this most grandiose style of advertising. Directed

Canadian-born, Paris-based artist. Featuring underground

spring—not because of its natural beauty, but because of the

by Roman Polanski, the faux ad stars Natalie Portman and
Michelle Williams fighting over a perfume called Greed;

icon Genesis P-Orridge blow-drying his hair in slow motion to
the sounds of Chicago experimental band Locrian, it’s part of

nearby High Frequency Active Auroral Research Program, a
kind of Roswell of the north for conspiracy freaks that receives

the bottle features a picture of Vezzoli himself, like Marcel

Treleaven’s first European show, which spreads through two

funding from DARPA, the Navy, and the Air Force. Artists

Duchamp as Rrose Sélavy in the artist’s famous 1921 Eau

floors of the Breeder gallery’s Bauhaus-esque new space
in Athens and also includes Burroughs-inspired collages of

Laurent Grasso, Ceal Floyer, and Roman Signer have each
created potent works that riff on HAARP’s investigations

at Gagosian Gallery in Rome, at an opening staged as a

lascivious youngsters in Los Angeles, New York, and Venice.

into communication and electric transmission, while Italian

perfume launch endorsed by Eva Hesse and other late

“Being nomadic, I tend to seek out the same kinds of sen-

installation artist Micol Assaël’s Chizhevsky Lessons, a giant

female artists; it’s now “available” at Gagosian galleries
worldwide. SIMON CASTETS

static-electricity generator that shocks visitors, is particularly
arresting. Pacemaker wearers, beware. SIMON CASTETS

GREED, THE NEW FRAGRANCE BY FRANCESCO VEZZOLI, 2008.

sations in each place I visit,” says Treleaven, whose multidisciplinary practice reflects the complex seductions of his
wanderings. SIMON CASTETS
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STILL FROM THE LAST 7 WORDS, COURTESY THE BREEDER
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de Violette readymade. Greed was unveiled in early February
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ROMAN SIGNER, ZWEI SCHIRME (I), 2007. PHOTO ALEKSANDRA SIGNER,
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